
8 C.F.R. §§ 214.2(m)(3) and (19)(i) – Students in established vocational or other recognized 

nonacademic institutions, other than in language training programs 

 

(3) Admission of the spouse and minor children of an M-1 student . The spouse and minor 

children accompanying an M-1 student are eligible for admission in M-2 status if the student is 

admitted in M-1 status. The spouse and minor children following-to-join an M-1 student are 

eligible for admission to the United States in M-2 status if they are able to demonstrate that the 

M-1 student has been admitted and is, or will be within 30 days, enrolled in a full course of study, 

or engaged in approved practical training following completion of studies. In either case, at the 

time they seek admission, the eligible spouse and minor children of an M-1 student with a 

SEVIS Form I-20 must individually present an original SEVIS Form I-20 issued in the name of 

each M-2 dependent issued by a school authorized by the Service for attendance by M-1 foreign 

students. Prior to August 1, 2003, if exigent circumstances are demonstrated, the Service will 

allow the dependent of an M-1 student in possession of a SEVIS Form I-20 to enter the United 

States using a copy of the M-1 student's SEVIS Form I-20. (In the alternative, for dependents 

seeking admission to the United States prior to August 1, 2003, a copy of the M-1 student's 

current Form I-20ID issued prior to January 30, 2003, with proper endorsement by the DSO will 

satisfy this requirement.) A new SEVIS Form I-20 (or Form I-20M-N) is required for a 

dependent where there has been any substantive change in the M-1 student's current information. 

(Paragraph heading and introductory text revised effective 1/1/03; 67 FR 76256 )  

 

(i) A properly endorsed page 4 of Form I - 20M - N if there has been no substantive change in 

the information on the student's most recent Form I - 20M since the form was initially issued; or  

 

(ii) A new Form I - 20M - N if there has been any substantive change in the information on the 

student's most recent Form I - 20M since the form was initially issued.  

 

[…] 

 

(19) Special rules for certain border commuter students. (Paragraph (m)(19) added 8/27/02; 67 

FR 54941 )  

 

(i) Applicability . For purposes of the special rules in this paragraph (m)(19), the term "border 

commuter student" means a national of Canada or Mexico who is admitted to the United States 

as an M-1 student to enroll in a full course of study, albeit on a part-time basis, in an approved 

school located within 75 miles of a United States land border. The border commuter student must 

maintain actual residence and place of abode in the student's country of nationality, and seek 

admission to the United States at a land border port-of-entry. These special rules do not apply to 

a national of Canada or Mexico who is:  

 

(A) Residing in the United States while attending an approved school as an M-1 student, or  

 

(B) Enrolled in a full course of study as defined in paragraph (m)(9) of this section.  
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